
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Forgiving Those Who Trespass Against Us 

 

     I think Jesus had something very important to say to us in this morning’s gospel. He 

said, “When you start to pray, forgive anyone against whom you have a grievance.” I 

am sure you agree with me: that is not going to be easy to do. In fact, that is one real 

tough request. 

     So, I ask you, ‘Have you ever tried to pray for someone who you are really mad at? 

Someone you don’t like who you are really angry with? Someone who has done you in 

in no uncertain terms?’ To pray for him is something that is not easy to do. I think you 

would be more disposed to hope and to pray and ask that the sky would fall in on him. 

And, at the time, I think that would seem to make a lot more sense to you. 

     Still, our prayers for those with whom we feel angry can be the best act of 

forgiveness we could ever perform. We may not think or feel that it is forgiveness from 

the depth of our hearts because we still have those feelings of anger. In such a state of 

mind, our praying would be just one heroic act of forgiveness. We are actually putting 

forth an effort to forgive instead of giving into those feelings that make us want to curse 

like a son of a gun. 

     Forgiving someone for the transgressions of the past may seem very hard to do. Still, 

that would be much easier than forgiving someone for transgressions that were not only 

committed in the past but which continue to be committed in the present. After all, how 

can I forgive you for what you did last year, last month or just yesterday…when you 

are still doing the same awful things to me today? The only thing I know we can do in a 

situation like this is to pray for the enlightenment of the person for his own good. A 

sincere prayer…offered for anyone…even when it is accompanied by unkind feelings 

might be the best we can possibly do. And I honestly believe Jesus understands that. 

After all, could He have felt kindly toward those Pharisees? And yet He was always 

praying for them. I think His human nature made it very difficult…almost impossible 

for Him to do. 

     So, when you stand to pray, forgive anyone against whom you have a grievance. I 

know that is easier said than done! It wasn’t easy for Jesus either. But let’s do it! 

*Inspired by Mark 11:11-26 


